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January 2004

Much seasonal noise; little underlying economic change

In Adams County, October through December unem-
ployment rates remained well below typical levels. (See graph
page 3.) July and October saw over 120 more leisure & hospi-
tality jobs in 2003 than in 2003, but December saw fewer in
2003 than in 2002, suggesting that gains may have been sea-
sonal. In contrast, the construction sector has seen roughly 30
to 40 more jobs for each month of 2003 than the same month
of 2002, suggesting stable gains apart from seasonal cycles.

The unemployment rate in Forest County was closer to
its typical level in December than over the summer, but not as
close as September or November. Construction and manufac-

their 2002 levels. October and December estimates were just
100 jobs over their 2002 levels. In 2002, September through
December were fairly flat for education & health services, but
the same period in 2003 saw more volatility and net growth.

As in May and October, Oneida County saw a December
unemployment rate closer to its typical level than it had been
for most of 2003, but not as close as it had been in November.
From January through June, leisure & hospitality saw about 600
to 630 more jobs than the same months of 2002. Respectively,
August and December saw 1,040 and 230 more jobs in 2003
than in 2002. Information, professional, business & other ser-
vices added fewer

turing both peak in
the summer
months and both
added fewer jobs
this spring and
summer than last
spring and sum-
mer, but otherwise
followed last year’s
seasonal trends.

Although  still
well above typical
levels, Langlade
County’s October
through December
unemployment
rates were closer

Unemployment rates - not seasonally adjusted

—6— Marathon Co. rates in last 12 months
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jobs this summer
than last and shed
fewer jobs this au-
tumn than last.

For the second
month in a row,
Portage County
reported an unem-
ployment rate just
0.2 percent above
typical, which is
closer than it had
been from January
through  Septem-
2003.
Manufacturing

to typical than they . . .
were during other Dec Jan
months in  2003.

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

Aug Sep Oct

added fewer jobs
Nov Dec this spring than
last, but lost just as

During spring and summer, manufacturing added enough jobs
to reach 2002 levels, but job cuts in the autumn and winter left
it below 2002 levels again. Apart from slightly stronger spring-
time growth, retail & wholesale trade sector followed 2002
seasonal trends fairly closely throughout 2003.

Lincoln County saw unemployment rates closer to typical
levels from October through December than they had been for
most of 2003. Construction employment was flatter in the
summer of 2003 than in the summer of 2002 and fell a bit
faster from this October through November than it had the
previous year. Comparing December 2002 to December
2003, no sector added more jobs than leisure & hospitality.
During summer months, the sector had 100 to 120 jobs more
than 2002, but by December the increase shrank to 30 jobs.

In December, Marathon County’s unemployment rate
matched its typical level. This is more encouraging than sum-
mer levels, which were well above typical levels, but not quite
as encouraging as January, February and November rates,
which were below typical. See graph above. For nine months
of 2003, manufacturing estimates were 300 to 600 jobs above
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many this autumn as last, so It finished 2003 with fewer jobs
than 2002. Retail & wholesale trade spent most of 2003 recov-
ering the jobs it lost in January. Although January 2004 esti-
mates will tell us more, it seems curious for the trade sector
to have fewer jobs in December than in November.

The December unemployment rate in Vilas County was
not as close to typical as November, but was much closer than
it had been January through August. Manufacturing was flatter
in 2003 than in 2002, adding fewer jobs in the spring and shed-
ding fewer jobs in in the fall. From January through May, lei-
sure & hospitality estimates were roughly 175 to 225 jobs
above their 2002 levels; from October through December,
they were 210 to 230 jobs below their 2002 levels.

Wood County’s November and December unemploy-
ment rates were closer to typical levels than most of 2003.
Retail & wholesale trade saw more jobs in December thanany
other month in 2003, and came as close to reaching 2002 lev-
els as it had at any point in 2003. Information, professional,
business & other services saw soft summer hiring, leaving the
sector only slightly above 2002 levels by autumn.




‘papuNol S)Nsal ¢ S1I9QUINU PapUNOIUN UO Paseq suoienofed

‘Buipunol o} anp s[ejo} 0} ppe Jou Aew sHuN-gns

1WJ/SN"IM'31.IS" PMP° MMW/:dY 935S 10 SN'IM'a1e)S pPMP@18U|I0LIB] Uep [lews ‘S881-2¢ (809) |89 UoieLu Jojul 810w JoH
‘eale ul Buipisal sjuedionied 82104 10ge| SBPN|IU| 4 “EIE Ul Sikojdwa yum sqol sapnjouly

"0T 1SaIeaU 0} PApUNOI OQ'Z > SIaquinu (T 1SaJeau 0} Papunol ale 000'Z = SIBqUWINN “Areulwjaid a1e sajewNsa Yiuow Juauny “palsnipe Ajeuoseas | ON aJe sajewnsy

G'0- €0 TS 80- €1 69 L'0- S0 (% TI- ¢ 29 €'0- v'0 8'c (%) @1es juswAhojdwaun
00T- OVvI 00¢‘e 08- 0ST 0T8 0€C¢- 06T 06S‘T ovc- 09¢ 0SE'T 08T- 0T€ 006'C pakojdwaun
0cv‘'T Ov- 008‘6€ | 09¢ 00¢- 006‘0T | 06C‘T 0S¢~ 008°LE | 06V 08¢- 00S'0¢ | 000‘c ovv- 00T'v. pafojdw3
0Ce‘T 00T 000‘zv | 08T 0S- 00.‘TT | 090‘T 09T- 00¥‘6€ | 0S¢ 0cT- 006'TZ | 0€8‘T 0€T- 00022 xx92104 Joqen ueljIAID
0G- 0¢- 00S'S 06 09- oov‘z 09T OTT- 0009 00T- OT- 00l'c 00T 00T 002‘8 JuswuIano9
(0174 0L 006V 09T- OT- 0L€ 06 0T 00.‘€ 0L~ 0G- 0og'e 00T- 0 006°2 SOAJS J9Yl0 ® "snq ‘joid ‘oju]
0TT 0€e- 008‘c 0T¢- O0Ov- 0SY'T 0€e 0T 008°‘c 0€¢ oe- 00.'c 00T- 0 008'v Aurendsoy » ainsian
ov9 0T 00€‘TT | 0T 0 ov.L 09T 0T 00T‘E oe- 0¢ 00T'E 00¢€ 00T 006'9 S$821AI8S Yleay ® uolieonp3y
08 0 0ST'T 0S 0¢ 0G¢€ 06- 0 008°‘c 0¢ 0 099 00T- 0 00¢'y SallIAIlo® [eldueUlS
06 0G- ooe‘e 0 0 011 09- 0oT- 0T8‘T 0T- 0 oey 00T- 0 008'c sannnn ‘Bursyim ‘vodsuesy
09- 0ctT 000‘L 0L 0T- 09¢€‘T ove 08- 00S°‘S 0L 0T- 000'Y 0 00T 00T'ST (lreyas » ajesajoym) apely
0se- 0¢- 009°L 0Z- 0T~ 08¢ 0TSs- 0¢- 00¢°‘s 0ST- 0¢- 00€'T 00T 00¢- 00T'8T Burinioeynuen
0G- 0Z- 02S'T 0 08- 0S8 0T- 00T- 056 0L 06T~ 0S2'T 00T- 00¢- 009°c $924n0sal ‘yeu ® B, ulw “'j1su0)
ovy 0T 00T‘Sy | 0T¢- 08T- 000°‘8 0ce 08¢- 000‘ve | OV 08¢- 00€'8T | O 00¢- 00902 «S8lnsput |1 ‘sqol ejoL
abueyo abueyos ¢gooz |abueyo abueyos €00z |obueyos abueys ¢g00z |obueyo abueys €002 abueyos oabueys

Jeak-T yuow-1 928Q 1eaAk-T yluow-1 9298Q 1eaAk-T yuow-1 92aqQ Jeak-T yluow-I 92aqQ Jeak-T yluow-T €00c 22

pooM Se|IA aberiod epiauQ uoyileldepn

S'0- L0 6°'S 9°0- 0 8L €0- TT 69 €71 L0 9'v S°0- €0 8V (%) @1res juswAojdwaun
0G- 0TT 088 09- o€ 0LL og- 0S 0€e 0TT- 0§ 06¢€ 006'cT- 00.'8 000'9¥T pakojdwaun
06¢ 06- 000‘vT | 0T 0€T- 00T'‘6 08- oeg- 00S‘v 06¢ 00¢- 00T'8 00.‘9. 008‘¢cT- 009°'CZ6'C pakojdw3
ove 0¢ 006‘vT | 0S- 00T- 0066 0TT- 0¢ 008‘v 08T ovT- 00S'8 008‘€9 00T'v- 009'890°¢t ¥x90104 Joqen uel|IAID
0L- 0oT- 00T‘c o€- 0T- 080°‘T ov- 0T 029‘T 0 0¢- 0€C'T 008‘Z- 000'T- 008‘LTV Juswuiano9
o€ 0T- 066 0T 0T 0ce 09- 0 0€T 0¢ 0T- 0s€ 00.‘2 009°T- 000°'0€Y SOAls Jaylo ® 'snq ‘yoid ‘oju|
o€ 0oT- OTT'T 0¢ 0 0L¢ 08- 0 08T 0¢- ov- 069 00 00¢- ooc‘eee Aurendsoy » ainsian
0 0 0.6 0S 0 oce 0T 0 ove 0T- 0 09v 00.'0T 00.- 00S°'T.E S8JIAI8S Yljeay %® uoliednp3y
0T 0 0LL 0 0T- 08T 0 0 06 0 0 06 008°‘S 00€ 002Z°'6ST SallIAIldE [eloueUlS
ov- 0 06¢ 0T- 0 08T 0 0oT- 08T 0T- 0 ovT 00T‘'T- 006S- 00L'v0T sannn ‘buisyim ‘1odsuest
0¢ 0 06.‘T 0€ 0T 089 0T 0 0ce o€ 0 0SS 00c¢‘8 000°€ 00S5'97¥ (1reyas » ajesajoym) spely
0G- 0¢ 00.‘€ ov- 0T- 08y oc- 0T- 0ce 0T- 0 (05474 009'€T- 006S- 00€°'80S Bupinioeynuen
oe- 0G- ovv 0T 0 091 0 0c- 0L o€ 0¢- 09¢ 00S'9- 005'8- 009°GTT §80In0sal ‘1eu ® H.ulw “'1sU0)
06- 09- 0022t | OV 0 00.‘€ 08T- O0¢€- 00z‘e ov 06- 00T’V 006- 008°6- 008°'Ss8.'¢ «Sallyspul || ‘sqol ejoL
abueyo abueys €00z |abueyo abueys 0oz |abueyo abueys ¢0oz |abueyo abueys €002 abueyos abueys

Jeak-T yuow-1 2aq@ 1eaAk-T yiuow-1 928Q Jeak-T ywow-1 928d Jeak-T yuow-1 928q@ Jeak-T yuow-t €00¢ 280

ujooul ape|bueq 1sal04 swepy UISUODSIM

paisnlpe AjJeuoseas 10U - salewll1sa AJ1snpul Agir1usawAojdw3




99Q AON 190 das bny nc unc Aey idy Jew ge4 uer 2aQ 99 AON 190 das bBny nc unc Aey idy Jep Qge4 uer 2aQ
I } } } } } } } } } } } } 00 I } } } } } } } } } } } } 00
— 2002-066T Saiel '0D 1s8104 Jo ‘BAY WV
2002-066T Sa1el "0D ujodul o ‘Bay~ ¥ 1oz 1oz
syjuow ZT 1Se| Ul sajel 0D 1S8104 —a—
syluow gT ISe| Ul Sajel "0D U|odul] —a—
T OV T 0V
v
T 09 T 09
v 4 T+ 08 T+ 0’8
T 00T T 00T
- 0¢T - 07cT
paisnlpe A|jeuoseas jou - sales JusawAojdwaun paisnlpe Ajjeuoseas 10U - sajel juswAojdwaun
99q AON 190 das bny nc unc Ae idy Jepw ge4 uer 2aQ 29 AON 190 das bBny nc unc Aeyw idy Jew Qa4 uer 92ad
I } } } } } } } } } } } } 00 I } } } } } } } } } } } } 00
2002-066T Sdjel 0D ape|fueT JO "BAY—p— Lot
1oz 2002-066T S@1el "00 SWepy Jo ‘BAy—
syjuow g7 1se| ul sajel "0 ape|bue] —a—
syuow ZT 1se| Ul sajel ‘0D swepy —a— 1oz
T 0V
T 0€
T 09 T 0V
T 0°'S
. Om 4
v
T+ 09
T 00T
T 0L
v
- 0¢T - 08
paisnlpe Ajjeuoseas jou - sales juswAojdwaun paisnlpe Ajjeuoseas 10u - salel jusawAojdwaun




99 AON 100 das bBny nc unc AenN idy Jey Qge4 uer 928Qd 28 AON 190 das 6bBny nc unc Aeyw idy Jew Qa4 uer 23d
I } } } } } } } } } } } } 00 } } } } } } } } } } } 00
[ T 0T L o1
Z00Z-066T Sales '00 POOM 10 ‘BAy™ ¥
syluow ¢T 1se| ul sajel ‘0D POON —&— 1oz 200Z-066T salel "0D abeuod jo 'BAY ¥
Syjuow gT 1se| ul sejel "0) abeuod —a— - 0'¢
r0'€
ro'v
r 0'S
r 09
- 0L
paisnlpe A|jeuoseas jou - sales JusawAojdwaun paisnlpe Ajjeuoseas 10U - sajel juswAojdwaun
99q AON 190 das bny nc unc Ae idy Jepw ge4 uer 2aQ 28 AON 190 des 6b6ny |nc unc Aew Jdy Jew @94 uer 928Q
I } } } } } } } } } } } } 00 } } } } } } } } } } } 00
2002-066T Salel "0D SB[IA JO DAY —F— .
syuow se| Ul sajel '0) skl
HILIOWI CT 31t S8Yed 709 SEIA —me— To¢C 200Z-066T S91e1 0D BPIauQ JO “BAY— 1oz
Syluow gT 1Se| Ul s81el ‘0D BplauQ —e—
T 0°¢
T 0V
v T 0V
T 09 T 0'S
v
T+ 09
T+ 0'8
v +02
T 08
T 00T
T 06
Lozt o0t

paisnlpe Ajjeuoseas jou - sales juswAojdwaun

paisnipe Ajjeuoseas 10U - sajel juswAojdwaun




